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Poland of the sums due to them—for example, by purchasing
goods or otherwise. Settlements made abroad would depend on
whether the trade balance was for or against Poland; it was this
that underlay the Treasury's statement. The default, of course,
caused wide remark, but the consensus of foreign opinion was
that Poland had stood out against it as long as she possibly could,
and was now taking the right course in safeguarding her position
at home, a proceeding which, after all, was in the interest of the
foreign creditors themselves.
DANZIG DEFIES THE LEAGUE
When in June the British Government decided to drop sanctions
the international crisis over the Italo-Abyssinian War quickly
lost its intensity; though it was not definitely resolved, its upshot
was sufficiently plain; the League had suffered complete and
perhaps irreparable defeat. Poland was the first country to make
the categorical announcement to Italy of her dissociation from
the sanctions policy of the League. Though the Geneva Institution
tried to save its face, and there was nothing handsome about
its surrender to the realities of the situation, the sanctions had
to be done away with. There was much talk of the reform of
* the League and modifications of the Covenant, but the fact
was patentthat Geneva had lost out in the struggle with Mussolini
and was discredited; most if not all of the authority it had possessed
was gone. This fact, even before the sanctions were dropped, had
striking repercussion in Danzig. In 1935 the Nazi Government
of the Free City had attempted to change the Constitution by
obtaining a two-thirds majority in the elections, but in this it
failed; in effect the attempt was an attack on the League and on
its representative, Lester, the High Commissioner. In the last
week of June 1936, a three days' visit to the port of the Leipzig,
a German cruiser, gave the Danzig Nazis another opportunity,
of which they promptly availed themselves, of showing their
hatred of the League and its representative. The customary
call of the captain of a foreign warship on the High Commissioner
was deliberately omitted, and this was followed by the publication
of an article in the local Nazi organ by Foerster, the regional

